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of guaging the extent of the need by the price
of the commodity. Secondly, although the potato
rises in value, it is not wholly withdrawn from its
consumers. An equal bulk of potatoes for the wheat
withdrawn, is not of equal value as nourishment.
Moreover, as the potato-eater has received money for
his sale, it is possible to make a commercial re-
adjustment, which for his own shake, he will affect
as rapidly as possible. Obviously, under failure of
the wheat-crop the lower classes do not remain
unaffected, but they are not necessarily affected to
the degree of famine.

What happened in 1846 was somewhat different.
The potatoes rotted in the field. The experiments of
certain biological workers on reproduction by fission
hiave established a law which enables us to recognise
this phenomenon as perfectly natural and calculable
for the future. But in 1846 it came as a surprise.
And it fell heavily on no class save that which
depended on the crop for its staple article of diet.
It" selected these out and killed them, sis soon as their
power of living on grass and bark was exhausted.
The fact that other commodities were almost undis-
turbed in value, and that export went on amongst
the exporters as usual, has given rise to the fallacy
that the Irish, famine was a "money famine," It
fell on those who are always suffering from " money
famine," but it was itself an added burden of loss of